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Dear Judge Ilinojosu

appreciate the hard work both you and The .S Sentencing Comrnission have devoted

to the Issue ol lcderal sentencing polic regarding crack and cocaine look lorward to the

Lonnnissions report to Congress on rack Cocaine and l-edcral entcneinu Policy next month

As you kno\ was the lead sponsor of the Drug Sentencing ReForm Act oF 2006 in the

09 Congress and denncal legislation in 200k both of which would have reduced the disparit

Ior crack and pouder cocaine 1mm DOtoI to 20-to-i by reducing the mandatory penalty hi

crack cocaine and increasing the mandatory penah br powder cocaine lhe underlying goal ol

the bill was fitirtiess treating similar drugs more equa1i when it comes to sentencing Senators

ornyn Prvor and Salazar cosponsored ibis legislation in hipartisan elton to address this

inequil in lin_

In 1986 Congress passed statutory mandatory miniuiinn sentences for various illegal

drugs including Syear mandatory minimum sentence br tiallicking SOt
grains olpodcr

cocaine or granis olcrack and 0year inandatoi minimum For trabJicking 5.001 grams ol

powder or 50 grams of crack lile 100toI ratio oFcrack to prn-cler cocaine was enacted largek

to prevent the spread at crack cocaine across America cspcciill into minority neighborhoods

Despite that goal crack Cocaine has spread across the coinitry and into minolit neighborhoods

recent tLS Sentencing Coninussion rcporl
said thai 83% percent oiollendcrs sentenced For

crack violations were African Americans And Bureau of Pi isons studs revealed that weapons

use and violence are more accurate indicators oF recidivism than drug usc

In three separate reports to Congress in 1995 1997 and 2012 the Sentencing

ommissiun has urged Congress to reconsider the s1atutor penalties For crack cocaine Once

attain the ornmission Ixis nfl opportunit to work ith Congress and help improve these

statutory mandatory minimums by reducing the harsh disparity that currentl exists By reducing

the disparity we can strengthen the criminal justice system reduce judicial nmnipulation and

testore coIllilence it the system Fairness



It is rn hope that the Conunission 2007 report sllI include an update it its 2002 Report

on Federul Cocaine Sentencing Policy specifically its data literature revic and medical

chapters Furihcrnore would also like to see specific recommendation to onpress about

how it should amend the 001 statutory ratjo thai governs cocaine sentencing cuislation

introduced would reduce this ratio to 201 and believe that to he sound and justified ratio

based on the nalute attd disparate impact ol crack and cocaine This legislation is dii cetly in line

with the on-trnissions 2002 recommendation that the st-atulorv ratio he no more than 201

believe tliesc recommendations would provide measured and balanced approach to

improving the statutory and guidelines system that goeriis the sentencing ot lcdcral drug

oflenders more dramatic change that results in substantial reduction in dnig scnttmces is not

cotIsittent with sound public policy and could jeopardize the bipartisan elibrt that is now

underway believe the tin-ic has come lbr Congress to exercise legislative change iii this area

and look lbrwani to working with the Commission to get this atcumphshed.

Vqry oily

Jeisions

United States Senator


