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Comments of the National Conference of Federal
Trial Judges of the American Bar Association-

Re:

Dear Judge Muxrphy:

In response to the request of the United States
Sentencing Commission- for public comment regarding . the
implementation of Section 401 (m) of the PROTECT Act, the
National Conference of Federxral Trial Judges of the
American Bar Association submits the following:

Appropriate sentences must be fashioned on a case-
by-case basis under the comprehensive plan and purpose of
the Sentencing Guidelines. To safeguaxrd a fair and just
federal sentencing system, the National Conference of
Federal Trial Judges of the American Bar Association
supports S$.1086 and H.R. 2213 and uxges repeal of section
401 (m) of the PROTECT Act, which fundamentally altered
that sentencing system. Moreover, befoxe any Ffurther
amendments to the Guidelines, particularly to Chapter 5,
occur, the Conference urges the United States Sentencing
Commission to request that Congress hold hearings on
S. 1086 and H.R. 2213, gather accurate information about
the actual incidence of downward departures from the
Sentencing Guidelines by federal courts, and obtain
testimony from affected entities such as the Judicial
Conference o¢of the United States and the United States
Sentencing Commission.

~

i

DIVISION

National Conference of Fedoral Triol Judges

st

[ze]

www_abanet.ong/}d



Jul-31-03  05:16pm  From-US DISTRICT COURT JUDGE KEEL

1 304 622 1828 T-654  P.003/003 F-304

Honorable Diane E. Murphy

Chair, United States Sentencing Commission
July 31, 2003
Page 2

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these
comments. ’

Very truly yours,

Mooe TS Sles

IRENE M. KEELEY

Chair, APA National Conference
Of Federxal Trial Judges
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