Page 1 of 2

specmind .
From: <Sheigla@aol.com>

To: <rgb@cognitiveliberty.org>

Cc: <Sheigla@aol.com>

Sent: Sunday, February 04, 2001 7:01 AM

Subject: Proposed Ecstasy Sentencing guidelines

It has been represented to the Commission that Ecstasy (i.e., MDMA, MDEA,
MDA and PMA) is similar in its hallucinogenic effect on the user to
mescaline, and also has been described as having an added stimulant
component that can elevate heart rate, blood pressure, and body
temperature. It has also been suggested that the drug is neither physically
nor psychologically addictive. The Commission invites comment on these
representations and on the appropriate penalty structure for Ecstasy. The
proposed amendment treats Ecstasy as being of comparable seriousness to
heroin, providing a marihuana equivalency for Ecstasy that is the same as
heroin. Accordingly, for sentencing purposes, 1 gm of Ecstasy will be the
equivalent of 1 kg of marihuana.

Should the Commission alternatively treat Ecstasy comparably to some other
major drug of abuse? For example, should the Commission treat Ecstasy as
being of comparable seriousness to powder cocaine (which would result in a
marihuana equivalency for Ecstasy of 200 gm) or methamphetamine mixture
(which would result in a marihuana equivalency for Ecstasy of 2 kg)? Or
should the penalty be comparable to that for mescaline (which would result
in a marihuana equivalency for Ecstasy of 10 gm) or some multiple of the
penalty for mescaline? Comment also is requested regarding whether the Drug
Quantity Table in §2D1.1 should be revised with respect to Ecstasy to
provide additional incremental penalties (perhaps with exponential quantity
increases) so as to punish more severely those offenders who traffic in

larger quantities.

Dear Federal Sentencing Commissioners,

| am a Medical Sociologist who has been conducting studies of various drugs
in the San Francisco Bay Area since 1974. | received my doctoral training at
the University of California at San Francisco. In a separate email | will

attach my curriculum vita which will provide you with information as to the
breadth of my experience of conducting National of Health particularly
National Institute of Drug Abuse funded studies of cocaine, heroin,
methadone, marijuana and ecstasy. Most of my research has been
epidemiological and has consisted of surveys as well as indepth interviews
with both users and discontinuers of these various (as well as other) illicit
drugs.

In fact 1 am in the process of preparing an application to the National

Institute on Drug abuse in response to their RFA regarding Ecstascy Use and
Other Drug Trends (April 25, 2001). It is our plan to study ecstasy sellers
conducting an exploratory and ethnographic study of MDMA and other club drug
~ sales at raves, clubs and private parties. It is my considered opinion that

- our knowledge of the effects of MDMA have not been sufficiently researched in
order to be able to effectively evaluate either the immediate effects on MDMA
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users of the potential long term effects.

| do know my from our interviews with MDMA users (usually as a part of
studies of focussed on the use of other drugs) that while many particularly
younger drug users experiment with MDMA most do so in a relatively moderate
fashion and the smaller percentage who use MDMA more regularly (more than
once a week) go through a period of heavy MDMA use and then after a few
months sometimes as long as a year they discontinue or greatly reduce use.
For most people MDMA seems to have very low abuse liability because if you
use too much or too often the desired effects are no longer acheived.

So for this reason, in order to keep experimenting teenagers and young adults
from ending up with long prison sentences much like those given to convicted
heroin addicts, | would recommend that MDMA sentencing be more in line with
marijana sentencing guidelines regarding small sales (under 10 doses) or
possession.

As far as trafficking wholesale doses of the drug, once again the jury is

still out. Until NIDA, NIJ and other appropriate research funding agencies

have had the opportunity to fund projects (like the one | am proposing which

if funded could begin by September 30, 2001) the commission choose a
conservative sentencing structure again that mirrors marijuana trafficking
guidelines. At least until the scientific community has had the opportunity

to provide the commission with some evidence upon which to make informed and

just decisions. Please don not hesitate to contact me for further
information.

Sincerely,

Sheigla Murphy, Ph.D

Director, Center for Substance Abuse Studies
Community Health Works

Institute for Scientific Analysis

2595 Mission Street, Suite 200

San Francisco, California 94110

(415) 647-4200

(415) 6474204
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'SHEIGL.A B. MURPHY, Ph.D.
Director, Center for Substance Abuse Studies
Community Health Works
Institute for Scientific Analysis
2595 Mission Street, Suite 200
San Francisco, California 94110
(415) 647-4200 TELEPHONE
(415) 647-4204 FAX
Sheigla@aol.com E-MAIL

EDUCATION
B.A., San Francisco State University, Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Ph.D., Medical Sociology, University of California, San Francisco

RESEARCH GRANTS
Institute for Scientific Analysis, San Francisco. NIDA Grant R01 DA12073

“A Study of Young Heroin Users,” Principal Investigator.

Institute for Scientific Analysis, San Francisco. NIDA Grant RO DA0O9827,
"An Ethnography of Victimization, Pregnancy and Drug Use.” Principal

Investigator.

Institute for Scientific Analysis, San Francisco.
NIDA Grant RO1 DA08322, "AIDS Prevention: Needle Exchange and

Ancillary Services," Principal Investigator.

Institute for Scientific Apalysis, San Francisco.
NIDA Grant RO1 DA9665, " An Ethnographic Study of Drug Use and Health

Care,” Principal Investigator.

Institute for Scientific Apalysis, San Francisco. NIDA Grant RO1 DA09827,
"An Ethnography of Victimization, Pregnancy and Drug Use.” Principal
Investigator.
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Institute for Scientific Analysis, San Francisco.

NIDA Grant RO1 DA08322, "AIDS Prevention: An Ethnography of Needle
Exchange,” Principal Investigator.

Instityte for Scieptific Apalysis, San Francisco.

NIDA Grant ROl DA06832, "An Fthnographxc Study of Pregnancy and
Drugs,” Co-Principal Investigator.

Inst] for Sc¢ientific sis, San Francisco. NIDA Research Grant RO
DA05332, "Women and Cocaine,” Co-Principal Investigator.

Institute for Scientific Apalysis, San Francisco. NIDA Rescarch Grant RO1

DA04535, "Gay Prostitution, IV Drug Use and AIDS.” Associate Project
Dlrector : :

Institute for Scientific Analysis, San Francisco. National Institutes of Justice

Research Grant #7-063-9-CA-1J, " An Exploratory Study of Indirect Criminal
Justice Pressures on Cocaine Sellers, "Project Director.

URSA Institute, San Francisco/Los Angeles. California State Office of AIDS
Contract, "AIDS Community Effectiveness Evaluation Program.” Senior
Research Associate.

Institute for Scientific Apalvsis, San Francisco. NIDA Research Grant RO

DA03804, "Methadone Treatment: A Study of a County Policy ¢ hdngt
Project Director.

‘URSA_Institute, San Francisco, NIDA Research Grant RO1 DA0O3I79].

"Cocaine Cessation: Treated, Untreated and Early Dmcommudnu Senior
Research Associate.

]nﬁ}]mtc for Scientific Analysis, San Francisco. NIDA Rescarch Grant RO

DA02442, "Getting Off Methadone,” Research (’onrdnmmr

URSA Institute, San Francisco. NIDA Research (ﬂ:mt RO DAO339L,
"Youth Environment Study,” lnterwewcr

Institute for Scientific Analysis. San Francisco. NIDA Rescarch Grant RO

DA024¢}2, "Women on Methadone,” Research Coordinator.

itut lentifi San Francisco. NIDA Rescarch Grant RO
DAO01793, "The Career of the Woman Addict,” Research Analyst.
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Rosenbaum, M. and Murphy, 3. "How We @id 1he Pregnancy and brug Use duay, 1n 1im Knodes

editor Qualitative Methods and Drug Rescarch: An Intemational Perspective. London. Routledge. -
forthcoming, 2000.

Murphy, S. and Arroyo, K. “Women as Consumers in Drug Markets,” In Natarajan. M. and Hough,
M. (eds.) lllegal Drug Markets: From Research to Policy, Crime Prevention Studies Volume 11,
Monsey, NY: Crniminal Justice Press, 2000.

Regen, M. and Murphy, S. “Drug Users’ Lay Consultation Processes: Symptom Identification and
Management,” in Judith Levy, Editor in Advances in Medical Sociglogy Greenwich. Connceticut:

varun's ¥ress, 1993,

Keamey, M. and Murphy, S. "Mothering on Crack Cocaine,” Social Science and Medicine. February
1993.

Mu'rphy, S. and Irwig, J. "Living with the Dirty Secret: Problems of Disclosure for Methadone
Maintenance Clients,"” al of Psychoagtive Drugs, July-September 24(3):257-264. 1992..
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Murphy, S. and Rosenbaum, M. "Women Who Use Cocaine Too Much: Smoking Crack vs.
Snorting Cocaine," Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 24(3):381-387, July-September 1992,

Murphy, S. Book Review, Cocaipe: White Gold Rush in Pery by Edmundo Morales. International
Journal of the Addictions, 1991.

Murphy, S. and Waldorf, D. "Kicking Down to the Street Doc: Shooting Gallerics in the San
Francisco Bay Area,” Contemporary Drug Problems 28(1):9-29, Spring,1991.

Waldorf, D., Reinarman, C. and Murphy, S. "Needle Sharing, Shooting Galleries, and AIDS Risks
Among Intravenous Drug Users in San Francisco: Criminal Justice and Public Health Policy,”

Crimipal Justice Policy Review, 3(4): 391-406, 1990.

Murphy, S., Waldorf, D. and Reinarman, C. "Drifting Into Dealing: Becoming a Cocaine Seller.”

Qualitative Socjology 13(4):321-343, 1990.

Rosenbaum, M. and Murphy, S. "Women and Addiction: Process, Treatment and Qutcome.” In
E.Y. Lambert (Ed.), The Collection and Interpretation of Data from Hidden Populations, National
Institute on Drug Abuse Research Monograph #98, Rockville, MD: National Institute on Drug
Abuse, 1990.

Waldorf, D., Murphy, S., Lauderbach, D., Reinarman, C., and Marotta, T. "Needle Sharing among
Male Prostitutes: Preliminary Findings of the Prospero Project,” Journal of Drug Issues 20(2):309-
334, 1990.

Rosenbaum, M., Murphy, S., Irwin, J. and Watson, L. "Women and Crack: What's the Real Story?"

The Drug Policy Letter 2(2):2-4, March-April 1990.

Waldorf, D. and Murphy, 8. "IV Drug Use and Syringe Sharing Practices of Call Men and Hustlers.”

In M. Plant (Ed.), AIDS. Drugs and Prostitution, London, England: Routledge, 1989.

Rosenbaum, M. and Murphy, S. "Opiates." InR.C. Engs (Ed.), Women: Alcohol and Other Drugs.
Washington, D.C.: Alcohol and Drug Problems Association, August 1989.

Murphy, S., Reinarman, C., and Waldorf, D. "An 11 Year Follow-Up of a Network of Cocaine

Users,” British Journal of the Addictions, 84(4):427-436, 1989.

Rosenbaum, M., Irwin, J. and Murphy, S. "De Facto Destabilization as Policy: The Impact of Short-

- Term Mcthadonc Maintenance," Contemporary Dryg Problems, 15(4):491-517, 1988.

Murphy, S, and Rosenbaum, M. "Money for Methadone IT: Unintended Consequences of Limited
Duration Methadone Maintenance,” Journal of Psychoactive Drugs. 20(4):397-402. October-
December 1988.
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Macdonald, P.T., Waldorf, D., Reinarman, C., and Murphy, S. "Heavy Cocaine Use and Sexual
Behavior,” Journal of Drug Issues, 18(3):437-455, Summer, 1988.

Reinarman, C., Waldorf, D. and Murphy, S. "Scapegoating and Social Control in the Construction
of a Public Problem: Empirical and Critical Findings on Cocaine and Work." Research in Law,

Deviance and Social Control, A Research Annual, 9:37-62, 1988.

Murphy, S. Intravenous Drug Use and AIDS: The Social Economy of Needle Shanng.”
Contemporary Drug Problems 14(3):373-393, Fall, 1987.

Murphy, S. and Rosenbaum, M. (Editors) Special Issue on "Women and Substancc Abuse.” Journal

of Psychoactive Drugs, 19(2), April-June 1987.
Rosenbaum, M. and Murphy, S. "Not the Picture of Health: Women on Methadone.” Journal of
P ive Drugs, 19(2):217-225, April-June 1987.

Rosenbaum, M., Murphy, S. and Beck, J. "Money for Methadone: Preliminary Findings of a Study
of Alameda County's New Maintenance Policy,” Journal of Psychoactive Drugs. 19(1):13-19,
January-March 1987,

Rosenbaum. M. and Murphy, S. "Always a Junkie?: The Arduous Task of Getting Off Methadonc.”

Journal of Drug Issyes, 14(3):527-552, Summer, 1984.

Murphy, S. Review of G. Beschner, B. Reed, J. Mondanaro (Eds.), Treatment Services lor Drug-

Dependent Women, Volume I1, NIDA (ADM) 82-1219, 1982. In Journal of Psvchoactive Drugs.

15(4), October-December 1983,

Rosenbaum, M. and Murphy, S. "Getting the Treatment: Recycling Women Addicts.” Journal of
Psychoactiye Drugs, 13(1):1-13, January-March 1981,

Murphy, 8. "Glossary.” In M. Rosenbaum Women on Heroin, New Brunswick. New Jersey:
Rutgers University Press 1981.

Research Reports

Murphy, S., Murphy, T., Sales, P., Regen, M., Duterte, M., O'Neil, S., McKearin. G., Wenger. ..
and Shade, S. "Commumty Health Works: An Ethnographic Study of Drug Use and Health Care,”
Final Report to the National Institute on Drug Abuse (DA09665) June 1, 1999.

Murphy, S., Wenger, L., Kelley, M., et. al., "An Ethnographic Evaluation of San Francisco’s Needle
Exchange Program," Final Report to the National Institute on Drug Abuse. #R01 DAOB3I22

[ 1od ] |



B4/25/1931 91:56 4156474284 SCIENTIFIC AMALYSIS PAGE @g

Rockville, Maryland: National Institute on Drug Abuse, September, 1996.

Rosenbaum, M. and Murphy, S. "An Ethnographic Study of Pregnancy and Drugs. J'inal Report to

the National Institute on Drug Abuse, #R01 DA06832, Rockville, Maryland: National Institute on
Drug Abuse, May 1995, : ‘

Murphy, S. and Rosenbaum, M. "1t Takes Your Womanhood:” Women on Crack. Final Reportto

the National Institute on Drug Abuse, Grant #R01 DA05332, Rockville. Maryland: National
Institute on Drug Abuse, June 1992.

Rosenbaum, M., Murphy, S., Irwin, J., McDonnel!, D., and Watson, L. Money for Mcthadone: A

- Study of a County Policy Change. Final Report to the National Institute on Drug Abuse. Grant #R0}

DA3804, Rockville, Maryland: National Institute on Drug Abuse, 1990.

Waldorf, D., Murphy, S., Reinarman, C. and MacDonald, P.T. "Doing Coke. Quitting Coke: Final
Report of the Cocaine Cessation Project.” NIDA Grant #R01 DA03791-02. Junc 1987,

Waldorf, D., Murphy, S., Reinarman, C. and Joyce, B. Doing Coke: An Ethnography of Cocaine
Users and Sellers. Washington, D.C.: The Drug Abuse Council, Inc., 1977.

PRESENTATIONS

Murphy, 8. “Battered Pregnant Drug Users: How Can We Reduce Their Harms?” Bridging the Gap:
Research, Practice and Policy, San Francisco, California, January 12, 2001.

Murphy, S. “What Exactly is a Heroin Overdose?” Community Epidemiology Work -Group
Mesetings, San Francisco, California, December 12-15, 2000.

Murphy, S. and Rosenbaum, M. Author Meets Critics: Pregnant Women on Drugs: Combating

Stereotypes and Stigma. American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, California, November
17 - 20, 2000.

Sales, P., Murphy S. and Choe, J. “A Secondary Analysis of Two Data Sets on Pregnancy. Drug Use
and Violence,” American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, California. November 17 - 20,
2000. '

Murphy, T., Sales, P., Choe, J. and McKearin, G. and Murphy, S. “The Dynamics of Needle
Exchange and Other Service Provision,”American Society of Criminology. San Francisco.

California, November 17 - 20, 2000,

Duterte, M., Hemphill, K. Murphy, T, McKearin, G. and Murphy, S. “An Ethnographic View of
Young Heroin Users” American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, C aliforma. November 17 -
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Conference, Miami, Florida, October 21 - 25, 2000.

Sales, P. and Murphy, S. “Battered Pregnant Drug Users: How Can We Reduce their Harms? 3
National Harm. Reduction Conference, Miami, Florida, October 21 - 25, 2000.
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Murphy, 8. and Murphy, T. “The Social Construction of AIDS and Hep C among Young Herom
Users,” American Sociological Association, Washington, DC, August 12 - 16. 2000.

Murphy, S. and T. Murphy “How Does the Provision of Ancillary Services Impact Needle
Exchange?” Society for the Study of Social Problems, Washington, D.C. August 11 - 13. 2000.

M. Duterte, K. Hemphill, 8. Murphy and T. Murphy. “The First Time: The Initiation of Young
Heroin Users,” Society for the Study of Social Problems, Washington, D.C. August 11 - 13, 2000.

Sales P., Murphy, S. and Choe, J. “Secondary Analysis of Two Data Sets on Pregnancy. Drug -

;\Obuse and Violence,” Society for the Study of Social Problems, Washington. D.C. Avgust [1-)3.
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Murphy, S., Sales, P, and Choe, J. “The Social Construction of a New Drup Problem: “Mecth
Babies,” Drug Policy Foundation X111, Washington, D.C., May 16 - 20, 2000.

.Muxph).r, 8., and Duterte, M. "An Ethnographic Study of Young Heroin Users." nternational Harm
Reduction Conference, Jersey, Channel Islands, United Kingdom. April 8 - 13. 2000.

Mux;zhy, S. anfi Murphy T. “Needle Exchange and Ancillary Services: Preliminary Ethnographic
Findings,” National Syringe Exchange Conference X, Portland Oregon, April 27-29, 2000.

"The Health Practices of San Francisco Drug Users” at the Society for Social Problems San
Francisco, California, August, 1998,

Murphy, S., Ferreboeuf, M. and Shade, S. "Reduce the Violence, Reduce the Drug Use During
Pregnancy,” American Society of Criminology, San Diego, California, November 19-22, 1997.

Mm:phy. S. "What's Drugs Got to Do With It? Pregnancy and Violence," Society for the Study of
Social Problems, Tqmnto, August 8-10, 1997.
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Murphy, S. "Pregnancy, Drug Use and Violence: Preliminary Findings,” International Conference
on the Reduction of Drug Related Harm, Paris, 23-27 March 1997.

Wenger, L. and Murphy, S. "The Effects of Drug of Choice on Utilization of Needle Exchange
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Murp_hy: 8. "Let's Get Personal: Becoming Emotionally Invelved in Research.” American Socicty
of Criminology Meetings, Miami, Florida, November 1994,
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