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January 17 1995

Mr Michael Courlander

Public Information Specialist
Columbus Circle NE

Suite 2-500

Washington D.C 20002

Re Revision of Sentencing Guidelines

Dear Mr Courlander

understand that you are the person through whom one might suggest

revisions of the sentencing guidelines or that you might be able

to direct me to the proper person

have recently had an opportunity to review the guidelines in

connection with case was handling in the United States

District Court for the Northern District of Georgia The name

of the client is irrelevant for the purpose of this letter as

this comment is for general application

In my case see Exhibit D-l quantities of methamphetamine 55% con
centration and cocaine 88% concentration were seized by the DEA

and went intd the calculation of the Offense Level for the client

Based on the guidelines the total marijuana equivalent of the

substances seized from the Defendant was 139.69 kilograms which

with certain subtractions and additions see exhibit yielded an

offense level of 25 This provided sentencing range of 57 to 71

months and the client in fact received 60 month sentence

Out of pure curiosity redid the calculation using 100% pure
cocairein the same quantities that were seized and was amazed

to find that the calculation see Exhibit D-2 yielded mari

juana equivalency of only 45.53 grams with resulting offense

level with the same additions and subtractions of only 19 This

offense level produced guideline range of 30 to 37 months in
carceration

In other words under the guidelines the sentence for quantity

of 55% methamphetamine is double that for 100% cocaine in the same

quantity This simply doesnt make sense Cocaine according

to my clients and others have discussed it with is far more

dangerous to take and its distribution presents more violences and

other societal risks than are involved in the distribution of

methamphetamine Additionally cocaine trafficking far more often

involves international smuggling official corruption and even

violence against the judicial system itself



This apparent anomaly should be corrected have no idea

what the origin was but it has been suggested to me that perhaps

methamphetamine cases are rare in the federal system compared to

cases involving cocaine and marijuana and thus the sentencing

results studied were not of sufficient number to be valid

sample Or perhaps the majority of the smaller methamphetamine
cases are in State Court and this skews the sample In any

event the resultant comparison between the sentence guideline

ranges of 55% or even 1% methamphetamine and 100% pure cocaine

is not justified by any known facts

Please let me know your response to this problem Surely it might
be remedied by increasing the recommendation on cocainas by

decreasing the recommendation on methamphetamine but would

imagine that the cocaine cases being far greater numbers would

be the firmer and truer reflection of actual court activity than

the methamphetamine cases and the correct way to solve the

problem would be to adjust the methamphetamine guidelines down
ward

If on the other hand you believe that 1% methamphetamine should

be considered five times as bad at 100% cocaineof equal weight
would appreciate knowing why

Thank you for your attention to these comments and look forward

to your reply

LJ

Si ncerely

Si Moore Jr



Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

27.7 grams

83.6 grams

3.8 grams

2.6 grams

109.9 grams

6.5 grams

TOTAL

liar ijuaria

Equivalent

27.7 kilograms

83.6 kilograms

3.8 kilograms

2.6 kilograms

21.98 kilograms

.01 kilograms

139.69 kilograms

139.69 kilograms of marijuana

ACCEPTANCE

FIREARM

TOTAL

LEVEL 25 57 to 71 months

LEVEL 26

-3

LEVEL 25

CALCULATION OF OFFENSE LEVEL

Methamphetamine sold

Methamphetamine sold

Methamphetamine possessed

Methamphetamine possessed

Cocaine Possessed

Marijuana possessed



MARIJUANA EQUIVALENT

5.54 kilograms

16.72 kilograms

.76 kilograms

.52 kilograms

21.98 kilograms

.01 kilograms

TOTAL 45.53 kilograms

45.53 kilograms of marijuana

ACCEPTANCE

FIREARM

TOTAL

LEVEL 19 30 to 37 months

LEVEL 20

-3

LEVEL 19

EXHIBIT D2

CALCULATION TREATING ALL

METHAMPHETAMINE AND COCAINE

AS IF IT WERE PURE COCAINE

EXHIBIT Cocaine 100% 27.7 grams

EXHIBIT Cocaine 100% 83.6 grams

EXHIBIT Cocaine 100% 3.8 grams

EXHIBIT COCAINE 100% 2.6 grams

EXHIBIT

EXHIBIT

COCAINE 100%

MARIJUANA

109.9

6.5

grams

grams



REPORT OF DRUG PROPERTY COLLECIE

PlOw OBTAINED Check Purchs 5.ixurs fl Fr Savipl

Lab Seizure DMonn Flashad Compliance Sample Non-Criminal

fl Other Specify

WHERE OBTAINED City State/Country 16 CUSTOMS REFERRAL

QCISaNo OR OssizurINo
Decatur Ca

No

Methamphetasine Ziplock Bags cont.ajn.jna white ounce 1500
powder wrapped with rubber band

fM73t1CERPaxr

LBfl
15 WAS ORIGIN ONTAINE SLBMITTED PARATE ROM DRUG NO Included aboie\ YES If Yea enter exhibit no and

describe original container fullyREMARKS On 71493 SC393XO purchasid fmqhnpbetniIe from Tiomas Bernard
Merljno at Tozys Bar and Gri 1713 St DecatuI\ Ca at a4roxinateiy 820pm for
$1500.00 OCT Exhibit was urned ove to th custody nd contro of fl/A M.Bailey fl/A
Bailey stored Ex in the De oun Police Dept evjideuce ovefruight storage 17/A
Bailey picked up and maintained the control and custody Kr u4itil mailed to flEA SEL
Miami registered mail return receipt requested

RUSH RUSH RUSH _/
fl/A M1rhna1 Rd lay a/c Tan ann.-n

16 SUSMtTTED BY SPEpIALaGENT Signature 17 APPROVED

/yj7
LABORATORY EI NCE RECEYIAEPORT

18 No PACKAGES RECEIVED FfiOM nature Date 20- TIT

21 SEAL 22 RECEI BY St ture Date
23 TITF/Can

LABORATORY ANALYSt /cOMpAJIsON REPORT 3/10/9

24 ANALYSIS SUMMARY AND REMARKS

tLxhibit

Gross 56.5

çted
for in rprtion

er 27.7

oce Original container

25
Exhibit

No

26
Lab
No

76z

27
ACTIVE DRUG INGREDIENT
Etabttafled or Common Name

dnethanphetamjne lydro

131 32WEIGHT PER UNIT ANALYZED
TOTAL NET RESEP2B Strength 29 Manure 30 Unit

55 15.2 23.9

_________________

Chloride

ANALYST Signature

Ia fr-Ø7
36 APPROVED BYF /i

34 TITLEorensjc Chemist

Ivette Vallejo

35 OAE COMPLETED

u/93
37 TITLE

Laboratory irector
38 LAB ...CATION

ioi FLor

Exhibit
10 ALLEGED DRUGS

No

EP IDENTIFIER

11 MARKS OR LABELS Describe fully

FICE SUBUNIT

QUANTITY

12 Seized 13 Submitted

14
Pu as

Cost

DEA Form
IAor 19821 ns .me Obsolete

PrsviotiiJ
Coot Orig Otfici



Previous edition dated 10/87 ii OBSOLETE

CaJ

REPORT OF DRUG PROPERTY COLLECTED PURCHASED OR SEIZ

NOW OBTAINED 1C1eck QPurchas Oseizure OFree Sampie
2. FILE Im

Lab Seizure Money Fleshed Compliance Sample Non-Criminal

Other Specify

4aWI-sERE OBTAINED City State/Country 4b.DATE OBTAINED

2atur Crga 7/23
.REFERRINGAGENCYName 6bREFERRAL

Case No OROSeizure No

No

Echibit FDIN 12
ALLEGED DRUGS MARKS OR LABELS IoescribefuNo 18 characterS liv

13

etflamonetarnthe Zlplocics cags ccr.tainir

whILe ouwder wiLpirl

oag

UdLc TC

regeslec

OOnrRAM
COOEJ G.DE ID

103..32

CUP NC
Force Crp

_QUANTITY 15
Purcha

14 Submitted Cost

-.-

TT

16 WAS ORIGINAL CONTAINER SUBMITTE SEPARATE FR DRUG QQlIncIuded above DYES If Yes enter exhibit no and describe

Original container fully

30393X03 pur ased 01 SOCS of metflamphtamine rr4rti Ttrnas Bernaru -L1N0 at

Toranys Bar OrLil 1713 Cnurcn reeL De2atur 0ria at apprxIrnate1y 650 p.c for

4350.00 Oxnlblt was turnea over to the custody an control cjf IF/A BaIley IF/A BaL1
sLreo FxnDt 21n crc nekaib Ounc-y 9.13 EvLdace ovfrnlght st4rage IF/A BaIley pIcked up

arc r3aIr.taired the control arc custocy of ExhIbit tI1 maileh to DEl ZL MIamI Fu

regtterea Il return recLpt rquested

25 ANALYSIS SUMMARY AND REMARKS

Gross 113.3

33.6

ote Original containers sub ed Eo exaairiac ion

26
Exhibit

No

27
Lab
No

28
ACTIVE DRUG INGREDIENT

lEstebliehed or Common Namel

WEIGHT PER UNIT ANALYZED 32

TOTAL NET

33

RESERVE29 Strength 30 Measure 31 Unit

77104 d-tethaQphetaoine Lydro
chloride

55 46 al

IALYT Sqnetu

37 APPROVED BY

35 TITLEF%orensic Chemist

tvetre I_ l1ejo
38 TITLE

Laboratory irecrnr

36 DATE COMPLETED

3/U/Y3
39 LAB LOCATION

if

DEA Form
IAor 19901

Orig Oftca



oerora omQetrg
US Depa.rtrcent

of Jintict

Drug EnrcemetAthntisaxicn REPORT OF DRUG PROPERTY COLLECTED PURCHASED OR SEI2

HOW OBTAINED Check

WHERE OBTAINED City State/Country 4b DATE OBTAINED
342894

Ba REFERRIU4G AGENCY Name

SUBMITTED BY SPECIAL AGENEiinature cL
-1 17fll ncr

18 APPROVED 4ig9ØnIrTIje tJI jL-/
cjc Fj Ddr.inco

LABORATORY EVIDENCE RECEIPT REPORt

0BUnbroken

23

RE%Eq8çn wrss/
25 ANALYSIS SUMMARY AND REMARKSL5

tc Exhiiir 5.01 3.3\g
ExhiDi 5.02 2.à

xnuiit 5.03 1009

CCV

25
Exnb.t

No

27
Lab
No

2B
ACTIVE DRUG INGREDIENT

Established or Common Namel

WEIGHT PER UNIT ANALYZED 32

TOTAL NET

33

RESE29 Strength 30 Measure 3-I Unit

..Ui 3Ub05 itet.raophetainc 92 3.5 3.1

iydrocii1orice -__________
._UUo HeLflampr.s.tJcirk 35 1.7

tyCroChlJrjde
j.-.J JObUJ CUCCaIrLC- ydr-cLLrJU 33 9b.7 .DLJ

34 ANALYST S.gnatur

aç cQ 35 TITLEFZreDsjc ChemiC

LVCCCC ti Ja11c
36 DAtE COMPLETE

34

37 APPROVED 8Y 38 TITLE

LaDuracur U1ruCtr
39 LAB LJCATION

u-i 1-i

19 No PACKAGES

4L6
20 RECEIVED FRO Signature7to

Dat 21.T 51

Lab Seizure

Other Soecfy

Lrfltt

Purchase VJsazure Free Sampie
2a FILE NO

Money Finned Compliance Sample Non-Criminal

LEA t1rrtta

2b PROGRAM CODE DEPi

ICA

6b REFERRAL

Casa No OROSeizure No
No

%ouP NO
Thsk rotce

YES If Yes enter exhibit no end descril

Original COntainer fully

Ehn --rinc iJ service of solxCh warrant on Tonrrt -ar CCI 1rifl
tn catr ftxhitt rcLer in the custcy cf IF/A 2a4xy mciL 2rocosec
evitence CSVJ sent 1j tec5t2r3_ nail to 511

DEA Form
o- 9gaI

Pre.ous soition

darjt0j7
OBSOLETE Ociq



DEP

Li Lab Seizure Money Flashed Compliance Sample Non-Criminal

HOW OBTAINED Check OPurchase 5eizure Drn Sample
2a FILE NO PROGRAM

CODE1
1GA22

Other Specify

WHERE OBTAINED City StateiCountry 4bIA OyITAINEDec.aturCA

REFERRING AGENCY Name 6b REFERRAL

Seizure No ROUP NOca Atlanta 0flt0 OR
FORCENo

Exhibit

No
10 FDIN

characters
ALLEGED DRUGS

flarijuana

12 OUANTITY
MARKS OR LABEL iiJnFiQ

13 Seized 14 Submitted

One plastic hag containing 39.5grjs 39.5grns

green leafy substance

15 Pu

and one plastic bag

containing handrolled

ciZarE tte markei
flE

fl\\
REMARKS

CONTAINER SUBMITTEj SEPARATE

FRATE
FR DRUG

cncIuded above\

xnibit rai seized during the ervice of sarch worrabt on Tocrriys Ear and Cdli
th i.ccatur IA Exhibit reianec in the custody of JZF/A Eailth until processed as evider
and sent by registerad niaii toSEEL __J

2Ath
ENT

Si9natrc
19 APPROVEDSUBMITTED BY

SPECI7kG Lc /cs
F/ siictol aiIcy C.IS Leo

LABORATORY EVIDENCE RECEIPT

H1E RI
19 No PACKAGES 20 RECEIVED FROM ISignetur Date

gnetue22 SEAL

0BrokenUnbroken
23 RECVrc Ps 51

LABAIORY ANALYSIS/CIP RSON
25 ANALYSIS SUMMARY AND REMARKS

ar4inetur1A/i4ef /J1L.7
teiç
EPORcYNI

21

T1LJ/

REPOR

24

T7

4cr

Crass 30.4

4eC 1.0

26
Exflibit

No

27
Lab
No

29
ACTIVE DRUG INGREDIENT

IEsteblihed or Common Name

WEIGHT PER UNIT ANALYZED 32

TOTAL NET

33

RES29 Strength 30 Measure 31 Unit

80609 Marijuana Cannabis 6.5

34 ANALYST Signature

3c \\ e1
37 APPROVED

35 TlTLDj Chezisc

Lvecte Vaflejo
38 TITLE

Laboratcrv Director

36 CAE JOMPLETE

5/94
39 ....9 .CATI0N

EL

Exnibi

US.Dpctiveflt3JtdCt
ut EnfcrctrnetzAnthiswathon REPORT OF DRUG PROPERTY COLLECTED PURCHASED OR SE

YES If Yes enter exhibit no and descr

original container fully

DEA Form

lAor 19901
Preijious action dateo 10/87 ii OBSOLETE Orig
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