
Honorable William Wilkins Jr
Federal Sentencing Commission
One Columbus Circle N.E
Suite 2500
South Lobby
Washington DC 200028002

In Re Proposed Amendments By The
Practitioners Advisory Group

Dear Judge Wilkins

The Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers wishes to express our

approval of the proposed amendments to the Federal Sentencing
Guidelines as submitted by the Practitioners Advisory Group
As practitioners we experience firsthand the impact of the
Guidelines not only on our clients but on the entire judicial
system

In stating our support we draw particular
attention to the following

Proposed Amendment 35 Treatment of acquitted
conduct under lBl.3 Relevant Conduct PACDL

prefers Option yet recognizes that the majority
of conduct deemed relevant conduct for sntencing
purposes is generally not included in acquitted
counts but is most often uncharged conduct
Further we believe that any conduct used for

sentencing should meet the beyond reasonable
doubt standard and should be submitted to the trier
of fact during trial

Proposed Amendment 36 Rule 11 procedure PACDL

supports the recommendation in this comments It

should also be noted that the Federal Court section
of the Allegheny County Bar Association is

recommending that the local rules for the Western
District of Pennsylvania be amended to require
pretrial conference including the Government

prosecutor the defendant and the probation officer
in order to disclose the facts and circumstances of

the offense and the offender characteristics
applicable to the Sentencing Guideline range
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Proposed Amendment 39 Reduction of offense level for

drug quantity PACDL supports the overall scheme of
this proposed amendment and believes that maximum
offense level of 36 achieves the purpose of the
Sentencing Guidelines system

The proposed amendments by the Practitioners Advisory
Group are definite improvement upon the Federal Sentencing
Guidelines as they presently exist The input of attorneys who

work with the Guidelines on the front line must always be given
high priority PACDL supports the efforts of the Advisory Group

Very sincerely

Caroline Roberto
Board Member and Chair of the
Sentencing Committee

CMR abs


